British Columbia Chess Federation


Box 15548, Vancouver, BC  V6B 5B3





Minutes of 1992 Annual General Meeting


Robson Square Media Centre, May 16, 1992





1. Call to Order: The meeting was convened at 3:05 pm by President Serge Kaminski.





BCCF Members present were Maz Badii, Mark Barnes, Jonathan Berry, Ebe Blaauw, Francisco Cabanas, Eugenio Campos, Peter Cheong, Henry Chiu, Lyle Craver, Peter Eberhardt, Charles Fekete, Mayo Fuentobella, Nigel Fullbrook, Pierre Gladu, George Hara, David Herder, Bob Holmes, Lloyd Jeffs, Jim Kanester, Tom Lakovic, Bruce McNeil, Dan Myers, Gerry Neufahrt, Joe Oszvald, Rod Planas, Brian Potter, Randy Reiffer, Russell Remedios, Don Rycroft, Vince Skabeikis, Gilbert Sommerfeld, Nicholas Spears, Peter Stockhausen, Lynn Stringer, Nicholas Taylor, John Thomas, Alan Whitman, Jason Williamson (plus 5 others whose handwriting was indecipherable....)





2. Reading of 1991 Minutes of Annual General Meeting. Motion to adopt minutes as read moved by Myers, seconded by Kanester. Passed unanimously. (All motions  below are passed unanimously except as noted.)





3 Reports by Officers:





3. (a) President's report: Our president noted that this was a relatively quiet  year in BC Chess and summarized the year's events specially mentioning  bringing BC Registrar of Company filings up to date, BC winning the BC- Washington Junior Match 22-18, the BC Closed, Junior and Cadet championships  as well as the National Scholastic Challenge, and noting that under its new  Editor Bob Holmes, Counterplay is now appearing regularly and on time.





He made special note that thanks were due to Harold Daykin (junior  coordinator), and active tournament directors/organizers Messrs. Hara  (Kamloops), Kanester (Dawson Creek), Myers and Mrs. Stringer (both Victoria)  as well as Hee Seid who organized the BCCF booth at the Pacific National  Exhibition.


Moved (Cabanas/Williamson) to accept President's report. CARRIED.





3 (b) Treasurer's report: the treasurer presented his report on the year's  financial activities noting the major source of revenue was membership dues,  with expenditures being approximately evenly divided between grants to  Counterplay magazine, the junior program (including sending representatives to  national championships) and other activities. 


Moved (Sommerfeld/Myers) to accept Treasurer's report. CARRIED.





3 (c) Junior Coordinator's report: the junior coordinator reported on junior  and cadet events held during 1991/92, concentrating on provincial championships and the National Scholastic Challenge qualifying events.


Moved (Daykin/Adamson) to accept Junior Coordinator's report. CARRIED.





3 (d) Island Vice-President's report: the Island VP reported on events in her region during the year. 


Moved (Sommerfeld/Gladu) to accept report. CARRIED.





3 (e) Interior Vice-President's report: the Interior VP reported that 10 events had been held in his region during 1991/92.  


Moved (Sommerfeld/Williamson) to accept report. CARRIED.





3 (f) Northern Vice-President's report: Mr. Whitman reported that 5  tournaments were held in his region during 1991/92.  He reported resistance  from some players concerning the high cost of membership and especially entry  fees.  A general discussion on the subject of entry fees ensued.


Moved (Chiu/Cabanas) to accept report. CARRIED.





3 (g) Tournament/Club Coordinator's report: our coordinator discussed plans to  hold an outdoor tournament in the Vancouver area this summer with rated and  unrated sections.  In general sites are not the shortage but rather willing  organizers and directors.  He also highlighted the need to coordinate events  to avoid conflicts and ensure maximum turnout for each event. 


Moved (Sommerfeld/Cabanas) to accept report. CARRIED.





3 (h) BC Chess Foundation: Mrs Stringer reported on the financial state of the  BC Chess Foundation which to date has been funded entirely by the donations of  BCCF life members (23 of which 1 is deceased).  Moved (Whitman/Thomas) to  accept report. CARRIED.





4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Henry Chiu, Gilbert Sommerfeld and Lynn Stringer were appointed  by the chair as scrutineers.





President: Nominees were Messrs Campos and Kaminski.  Each candidate made a short speech followed by questions to the candidates from the floor. The candidates withdrew followed by voting after which Mr. Kaminski was declared elected.





Moved (Chiu/Cabanas) to destroy ballots. CARRIED.





The following offices were each elected by acclamation:


- Treasurer: Lyle Craver


- Island Vice-President: Lynn Stringer


- Interior Vice-President: George Hara


- Northern Vice-President: Nicholas Taylor


- Secretary: OPEN (to be appointed by BCCF executive at next executive 


  meeting as per constitution)


- Junior Coordinator: Harold Daykin


- Island Jr. Coordinator: Dan Myers


- Interior Jr. Coordinator: Peter Cheung


- Northern Jr. Coordinator: David Adamson and Jim Kanester were nominated.


  Moved (Spears/Cabanas) that Adamson and Kanester share the job. CARRIED.


- Tournament Coordinator: Eugenio Campos


- Publicity Coordinator: Jason Williamson


- Clubs Coordinator: Bob Holmes





Election of Chess Federation of Canada Governors: Nominations were made from the floor of Cabanas, Craver, Holmes, Kanester, Planas, Stockhausen, Stringer, Whitman, Williamson.  Since Mrs. Stringer and Mr. Planas were the only candidates from Vancouver Island and the Interior respectively, they were declared elected by acclamation as their regions (plus Northern BC and Greater Vancouver) are guaranteed at least one governor.





It was noted that the CFC has not notified us as to the exact number of  governors we should be electing and that our membership has fluctuated during  the year such that we could have six, seven or eight elected governor's  positions to be elected based on our count as of April 30, 1992. Accordingly:





Moved (Cabanas/Stockhausen) that members vote for up to 5 governors with the  sequence of finish (but not actual vote tallies) be preserved with the top candidate from Vancouver and Northern BC being declared elected. PASSED.





Elected (by region) were Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Planas, Mr. Stockhausen (Vancouver), Mr. Kanester (Northern BC) with additional governors as follows: (5) Mr. Kaminski, (6) Mr. Holmes, (7) Mr. Cabanas, (8) Mr. Craver, (9) Mr.  Whitman, (10) Mr. Williamson





BCCF Members at Large:  It was noted that all BC CFC governors not already on  the Executive are already Members at Large. Moved (Kanester/Williamson) that  people on CFC governor nomination list be accepted as BCCF Members at Large.  


DEFEATED (show of hands, approx. 20-4).  Moved (Williamson/Myers) nominations  for Members at Large be opened from floor. 


DEFEATED & confirmed on division 10-8, thus no additional Members at Large will be elected this year.





Motion to adjourn meeting till 4 pm, Sunday May 17th. (Cabanas/Chiu). PASSED





The meeting was recalled May 17th at 4:10 pm by the President.





Present:


Francisco Cabanas, Lyle Craver, Harold Daykin, Nigel Fullbrook, Jim Kanester, Daniel Myers, Joe Oszvald, Brian Potter, Peter Stockhausen, Lynn Stringer, Jason Williamson. 





NEW BUSINESS:





1. BC Chess Foundation: a proposed constitution for the BC Chess Foundation was distributed. After much discussion it was moved (Daykin/Cabanas) that this  matter be referred to the new Executive for appropriate action.  Carried (1  dissenting vote)





2. Junior Chess Program: the question was raised how the BCCF can best advance  the cause of chess amongst juniors.  It was pointed out the participation in  the Keres Memorial by juniors was not what it could have been due to the  participation of many of our top juniors at the National Scholastic  Championships in Montreal the same weekend. Moved (Myers/Oszvald) that the attached (see appendix) position paper "Benefits to the B.C.C.F and the C.F.C. from Promoting Junior Chess" be endorsed.  CARRIED. (Note that the version presented here is with the amendments made by the meeting during discussion, not the original version) 





Moved (Kanester/Daykin) that a BC Junior Chess Development Fund be established to promote junior chess at the 'grass roots level'.  It was emphasized that this was to be new money in the form of donations, rather than from existing programs. CARRIED.





3. Mr. Joe Oszvald volunteered to organize a Saturday Rapid Chess Team League. Format to be announced.  Proposed start date is to be September 1, 1992.  The BCCF is to aid this program as best as can, taking place initially in the Vancouver area with other clubs welcome.  Mr. Oszvald promised to consult with the Junior Coordinator and interested schools.





4. Moved (Daykin/Myers): WHEREAS: Responsibility for the organization, administration, and financing of all but the National Finals of the Canadian Chess Challenge has been relagated to the individual provinces;





& WHEREAS: The task that has fallen to each province appears to be far beyond the capacity of a single volunteer "Provincial Co-ordinator";


 


& WHEREAS: There is widespread sentiment and much logic behind a large role in organization/direction of the annual project for schools/teachers with some assistance from the BCCF.





BE IT RESOLVED: That the BCCF endorse the administration of the 1992-93 Chess Challenge in BC by a broadly-based provincial working group of about nine.





PASSED.





5.  Macskasy Memorial: There is still interest in holding this tournament but nothing new to report at this time.  Members are reminded that tax deductible donations may be made to the CFC designated to the Macskasy Memorial tournament.





6.  BC Closed Championship Qualifiers: currently are the previous BC Closed, Keres Memorial, Vancouver Open, Victoria Labour Day Open, Northern BC qualifier and Silver Star qualifier (Interior).  Since 1992 has one less long weekend than usual, Mr. Brian Potter wants to hold the 7th qualifier at the Vancouver Chess Club in a 1 round/week 40 moves/90 minutes, Sudden Death/30 minutes format subject to the new CFC rules on provincial closed qualifiers.  


Moved (Potter/Kanester) that Potter's plan be endorsed - CARRIED.





7. Hall of Fame: Moved (Williamson/Myers) to create an annual award for residents of BC for contributors to chess in BC to be determined annually by the Executive. CARRIED. 





8. BC Women's Championship: Moved (Stringer/Williamson) to establish a permanent trophy for the BC Women's Championship.  CARRIED.





9. Motion to adjourn (Cabanas/Kanester) 5:10 pm. CARRIED.





�



Appendix: Benefits to the BCCF and the CFC from Promoting Junior Chess





To a certain extent many of these benefits should be obvious and not require being spelled out like this.  However, when we list them it quickly becomes apparent that some of the benefits might not have been properly considered.





1) Exposure to chess at an early age will pay dividends later in life.  Not all chess players who start early continue playing, but many who start early have fond memories of the game and some do return later in life.





2) Publicity for chess is relatively easy at the younger ages.  Articles about children playing chess and their tournament results are easier to get into the paper.  Schools especially are willing to help promote the accomplishments of their students.





3) Sponsors will begin coming forth for ALL chess events if we do our work promoting Junior chess and build up the base of experienced chess players.





4) By encouraging Junior chess events we create a market for all manner of chess supplies from boards and sets to books, trophies, T-shirts, etc.  The success of the Chess N'Math Association in Quebec is proof of that.





5) There is a potential for creating jobs for Chess Masters who can provide chess courses, simultaneous matches, individual coaching and lectures.





6) By creating a wide support base for adult chess that includes appreciative parents and players who will look up to the accomplishments of Chess Masters





7) By having access to more tournament sites that are either free or cheaper than some we presently use.  School libraries and other school facilities can be available to chess events if students or school personnel are involved.  This has already begun to happen because of the Chess Challenge events.





8) The main advantage is the increase in membership.  New chess players have  to come from somewhere.  A look at the BC membership list will show most new members are of school age.  A substantial part of the BCCF budget and energies should go into promoting Junior chess for purposes of survival.


